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Research Finding - “Undergraduate pre-service teachers at University of Limerick confirmed that changes in society,
mirrored in Irish schools impact on their attitudes and values” (Moles, Purdy, Browne and Duffy, 2007)

 Joanne Moles &Laura Purdy,
University of Limerick
 Catherine Brown & Jean Duffy,
University of Limerick

Background Research
‘Other’ (Sax 1998; Said 1978)

Purpose
 To examine attitudes to inclusion
among pre-service teacher
education students (PE students)

Context
Schools:

 This project was part of an ongoing
intervention in conjunction with
the Ubuntu Network and will be
continued in future years

 Full paper is available for

download at:
www.aishe.org/events/20062007/conf2007/proceedings/pape
r-06.doc

Teacher’s attitudes
“Increasing numbers of pupils born
outside Ireland are attending Irish
schools” (Leavy, 2005)
•

Research Question…which
attitudes and values underpin
the teacher’s pedagogical
approach to a multi-cultural
classroom?

The term ‘other’ is used to
understand the processes by
which societies and groups
exclude ‘others’ who they want
to subordinate or who do not ‘fit’
into ‘their’ society

?

Society:
Contemporary Ireland
“The arrival in Ireland in recent years of
immigrants and refugees from nonWestern societies in greater numbers than
ever before has stimulated a renewed
awareness of and interest in studying
minorities, both old and new, in Irish
society” (Tovey and Share, 2000: 303)
•

[Focus Groups conducted]

Research Question…what previous
experience and values inform the
teacher’s understanding of the pupils
in his/her classroom?
[Focus Groups conducted]

Inclusion
(Lingard,
Hayesintervention
& Mills, 2003)
Proposed

Current research will inform intervention…
Productive Pedagogy includes four dimensions: “intellectual quality”, “connectedness”, “social support” and
“recognition of difference”. These dimensions capture the critical elements of quality teaching, in terms of intellectual
quality and social justice outcomes for all students. Here, research (e.g. QSRLS, 2001) suggests that Productive Pedagogy
has the potential to create a strong relationship to both academic and social outcomes for students in schools.
For more information on this project, please contact Joanne Moles and Laura Purdy, Department of Physical Education and Sport Sciences, University of Limerick
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